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ABSTRACT 

The paper records for the first time the occurrence in India of Solarium blumei Nees ex Bl. from 
Subansiri Frontier Division, N. E. F. A. This plant was hitherto known from Sumatra, Java and 
Borneo. A detailed description of the plant is given in the paper. 


During the botanical tour to the interior of the 
Subansiri Frontier Division, N.E.F.A., the senior 
author collected a plant on the way from Begi to 
Amji, which was identified as Solarium, blumei 
Nees ex Blume, a Malayan plant. A study of 
the available literature at Central National Herba¬ 
rium and Eastern v Circle, Botanical Survey of India 
confirmed that this plant had vet not been reported 
from India. This plant is rare in Subansiri Fron¬ 
tier Division. It is distributed in Sumatra, Java and 
Borneo. 

Solatium blumei Nees ex Bl. Bijdr. 696, 1826; 
Prain, J. Asiat. Soc. Beng., 74:330, 1906; Ridley, 
Fi. Malaya Peninsula 2:466, 1923. S. yiolaceum 
Bl. Catal. Gew. Buitenz.: 55, 1823, non R. Br. 



Solanum blumei Nees ex Bl. ; a. portion of plant ; b. flower 5 
c. stamen, d. ovary, style and stigma. 


Terrestrial, suffruticose, glabrous herb. Leaves to¬ 
wards top geminate, comprising of one large and 
one small leaf at each node, membraneous, entire, 
acute, base unequal, secondary nerves 3-6 pairs 
forming more or less an intra marginal nerve, 
larger leaves 8-13x5-7 cm. with petioles up to 2 cm. 
long, smaller leaves 1-5* 1-6-3-5 cm - with petioles 
up to r2 cm. long. Flowers axillary, solitary or in 


clusters, pedicels slender, 5-15 mm. long, deflexed. 
Calyx glabrous, subtruncate, tube 4 mm. long, teeth 
10 subulate, 5 longer, 1 mm. alternating with 5 
shorter, 0.5 mm. Corolla glabrous, violet, about 8 
mm. long and 8 mm. across, lobes ovate, about 
9x3 mm. Stamens 5, epipetalous, alternating with 
corolla lobes, filaments broad and flat, about 1 mm. 
long, anthers basifixed, oblong, narrowed at the 
top, about 4 mm. long, dehiscing by apical pores. 
Ovary glabrous; style glabrous* about 6 mm. long ; 
stigma capitate, about 0.25 mm. in diam. Fruit not 
seen. 

Begi to Amji, Subansiri Frontier Division, 
N. E. F. A., 6.6.1961, Subba Rao 24807. 

Distribution : Sumatra, Java, Borneo. 
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